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Postcard from Washington, D.C.
by Mary-Margaret Zindren, EVP/Executive Director

As I write this column, our Minnesota delegation of AIA
leaders is preparing for meetings at Congressional offices.
This annual ritual involves briefings from the AIA national staff
on the status of pending legislation of concern, distribution of
handouts and talking points, and walking the marble hallways
of Senate and House office buildings. 

All of this is the same this year. Yet it feels very different. The
backdrop of these meetings is unlike anything any of us have

experienced in our lifetimes. The federal government and the norms it has operated
under for generations is so upended that I half expected to see the Capitol building
itself teetering on its dome. 

The shock and awe approach of the new Administration has left many in our
architecture community reeling. In just the past month and a half, there have been
too many Executive Orders and Agency actions of consequence to even summarize
here. 



The members I have heard from are deeply concerned about the destabilization of
systems they had long taken for granted. They are angry about efforts to dismantle
longstanding promotion of civil rights, human rights, and environmental policy. They
are dismayed by removal of history and data sets from federal websites and the
defunding of research. They are worried about what these and many other policies
(those related to immigration, people living in poverty, and student loan debt, etc.) all
means for the people and the work of architecture, schools of architecture, the
broader public, and both built and natural environments.   

There are tangible consequences happening right now: Firms and researchers have
had federally-funded work paused or shut down, and there has been uncertainty
around payment for work already completed. There are also clients of every sector
pausing or cancelling projects due to the ripple effects of known or anticipated loss
of federal support for their programs or anticipated increases in the cost of materials
from tariffs. In the face of fear and lack of clarity, most firm leaders I know have
assessed their risks and are staying the course with sustainable design approaches
and efforts to ensure people of all backgrounds can thrive in their workplaces, but
the navigation of all this has left people feeling depleted.

A common, and very human, response to this tumultuous and uncertain time is to
disengage; to dissociate. But for our volunteer leaders gathered here in Washington,
D.C., their response has been to lean into leadership. To seek to separate what is
factual from what is theoretical. To remain steady in staying the course. 
Instead of tuning out, these volunteer leaders are tuning in. They are listening to
what Congressional aides and Congresspeople of various parties and perspectives
have to say about all that is happening. They are representing the concerns and
recommendations of the architecture community on climate resilience – advocating
for investment in disaster mitigation, resilient design solutions, and the importance of
FEMA; on housing policy – advocating for investment in affordable, well designed
housing solutions in urban centers, regional centers, and rural areas; on federal tax
policy – advocating for research and development and historic preservation tax
credits; and federal design policy – pushing back on moves to mandate design
styles and advocating for the prioritization of functionality, cost-effectiveness, and
community context.

This isn’t to say our volunteer leaders are superhuman. They each have their own
ways of stepping back, gaining perspective, and recharging – from yoga and
meditation to rock hunting, enjoying art, reading, and spending time their kids.  
Yet they are also moved by the imperative of engagement in these pivotal times.
Like all great architects, they are embracing the long view and holding onto hope.
They know that change is the norm, not the exception. That pendulums swing up
and up, sometimes farther and for longer than we anticipate, but they always swing
back. That envisioning new and better futures, co-designing with community what is
possible, is what architects do. 

There has never been a better time for architects to lean into your strengths and to
get into the thick of it. Demonstrating your value starts with simply showing up in and
for community. Many thanks to our AIA Minnesota delegation for doing exactly this. 



Now, what’s your move? How might you lean into leadership and show up on the
issues you care about – either within the AIA or in your broader community? If you
want to talk through possibilities, please reach out. Don’t underestimate the value
you can bring, the good you can do, and the hope you can instill in others.

COLLEGE OF FELLOWS

Two Minnesota Architects Elevated to AIA College of Fellows
Congratulations to Karen Lu, FAIA, and Tate Walker, FAIA, on their elevation to the
AIA College of Fellows in 2025. They will be celebrated at the AIA National
conference in June and at AIA Minnesota events throughout the year. Learn more »

A'25 MN: THE MINNESOTA CONFERENCE ON ARCHITECTURE

Call for Proposals for A'25 MN: The Minnesota Conference
on Architecture
AIA Minnesota is seeking proposals for the A’25 MN Conference on Architecture
scheduled for November 3, 4, 5 at The Renaissance Minneapolis Hotel | The Depot.

The application process will be open by Friday, March 7. At that time, you will

https://www.aia-mn.org/25-fellows/


find a link for the call for proposals here.

The deadline for proposals is Friday, May 16, 2025. 

Things to note:
The CE Conference Committee seeks proposals on a wide variety of topics
related to all building types, practice management skills, and of interest to
architecture professionals in firms/organizations of all sizes. 
Presentations must be non-proprietary.
Panels must include a diverse array of voices and perspectives, in particular
regarding gender and race/ethnicity.
In an effort to minimize the climate impact of this conference, we aim for at
least 80 percent of our speakers to be within driving distance of the Twin
Cities.
Presenters highlighting a project are asked to share the historical context of
the land and built environment related to the project in a manner that takes a
long view of history and the people who have called that place home.

Questions? Contact Deanna Christiansen or Ann Mayhew.

What topics and speakers would you like to see at the A’25 MN Conference?
Use this link to access a two-question survey where you can share your
suggestions.

CALL TO ACTION

Call for Fellowship Candidates
Have you made a significant contribution to the architecture and design
profession?  You can become a member of the AIA College of Fellows. AIA Fellows
are recognized with the AIA’s highest membership honor for their exceptional work
and contributions to architecture and design. The honor of FAIA after your name is
unparalleled and the judging is rigorous. If you want to learn more about the process
and receive advice throughout the nomination process, let the AIA Minnesota
Fellows Advisory Group help. Notify Amber Allardyce of your interest and be
included on the upcoming meeting announcements.

Feedback Requested: Draft Pathways
to Licensure
The AIA Minnesota Licensure Pathways Task
Force has been hard at work in 2024 and early 2025,
and has created a draft recommendation for pathways
to licensure. 

We would like your feedback on this draft proposal as
we prepare it for presentation to the AIA Minnesota
Board of Directors. Please share your thoughts on

https://www.aia-mn.org/events/conference/
mailto:christiansen@aia-mn.org
mailto:mayhew@aia-mn.org
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/sv/JjkAL0W/ConfProgSurvey?mode=preview&source_id=08981d60-2b1e-423e-b3c5-28f1270f5dc9&source_type=em&c=$%7BContact.encryptedContactId%7D
https://www.aia.org/college-of-fellows
mailto:allardyce@aia-mn.org
https://www.aia-mn.org/licensure-paths/


the proposal found on this webpage by Friday,
March 28, and encourage other members of AIA Minnesota to do so.

Feedback will be reviewed by the members of the Task Force for potential
incorporation into the recommendation.

Review the recommendation and share your feedback »

New AIA Minnesota Allied Membership
We are excited to announce updated AIA Minnesota Allied membership categories,
benefits and opportunities launching in 2025!  We are shifting AIA Minnesota Allied
membership to a company membership format. As an AIA Minnesota Allied
company, you can have up to five (5) members from your organization participate as
an Allied member with AIA Minnesota. We have also added many new benefits to
membership in the hopes that you benefit in many ways:

Financial benefits with discounted rates, free events.
Company exposure with sponsorship opportunities and branding.
Attend in-person events to engage with our membership for networking and
connection.

Allied membership is open to companies and individuals working in a field related to
the practice of architecture. Included in this group are landscape architects,
engineers, planners, interior designers, and graphic designers; professionals in
government, education, industry, research, and journalism; and others who will
provide a meaningful contribution by virtue of their employment, profession, or
interest. Learn more about AIA Minnesota Allied Membership and join today!

Lake Superior Design Retreat
There’s still time to register for the Lake Superior Design Retreat (LSDR) on
March 7 & 8, 2025, at Zeitgeist Arts in Duluth! 
 
“It was one of the best, most fun, inspiring conferences I've ever attended.” — Dr.
Jon Hallberg, 2024 speaker
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Our final speaker is confirmed! Join us to hear from chef, restauranteur, and poet JD
Fratze. Read about all six of our speakers here and other activities and receptions
here.

Thank you to our sponsors: Anden av Sjön, CF Design/LUM Studio, Intectural,
and LEO A DALY

Residential Emerging Architect Award Open for Submissions
Nominate someone or self-submit for the Residential Emerging Architect Award
(previously the Residential Emerging Talent Award)! This award is given every two
years to a residential architect, licensed 10 or fewer years, who demonstrates the
emergence of a strong architectural voice through thoughtful attention to design,
craft, and materials, or who has made early contributions to the advancement of
residential design. Entries are due March 14, 2025, at noon Central time. 

Learn more and submit »

Young Architects Award and Next Gen Award Open House 
Thursday, April 3, 4:00 pm 
Register for This Virtual Event »

The submission window for the 2025 AIA Minnesota Young Architects Award and
Next Gen Award opens April 1. Join us on April 3 for a virtual open house with the
recipients of the 2024 awards, who will share their approaches to creating a
successful entry. 

Visit Making Room: Women's Histories from the Northwest
Architectural Archives
For more than 100 years, women have trained and worked as architects in
Minnesota, yet their achievements remain largely unknown. Drawn from the
collections of the Northwest Architectural Archives, this exhibit shines a light on the
talented and determined women who made room for themselves in a field once
reserved exclusively for men. The exhibit was curated by Cheryll Fong, Jane King
Hession, and Kimberly Long Loken, AIA.

Visit the exhibit weekdays through May 30 »

Exhibit Reception
Monday, Mary 24, 5:30 pm (program 6:00 - 7:00 pm)
Register »
Explore the exhibit and hear from Su Blumentals, Katie Leaf, AIA; Sarah
Nettleton, FAIA; and Jennifer Yoos, FAIA, about working in architecture during
different eras.

North Star Story Map
History Harvest events in Clay County
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In partnership with the North Star Story Map, developed by AIA Minnesota,
the Historical & Cultural Society of Clay County is hosting History Harvest events
to collect people’s stories about places that are meaningful to them in the county. 

March 4, 1:00–4:00 pm @ Barnesville Public Library
March 19, 1:00–4:00 pm @ Garrick Theatre in Hawley
April 2, 1:00–4:00 pm @ Ulen Senior Center
April 23, 1:00–4:00 pm @ Moorhead Public Library

Do you have a story, anecdote, or memory of a built space in Minnesota that is
meaningful to you? Share the story on the North Star Story Map—and read other
people’s stories!

Met Council Livable Communities Grant Program Funding
Available
The Metropolitan Council recently approved $29.4M for 2025 Livable Communities
Act  (LCA) Grant Programs. There are several different grant programs within the
Livable Communities Act, and each program supports different kinds of projects. All
the programs share the goals of creating more housing choice, supporting living
wage jobs, improving connections, and achieving more equitable development
outcomes. Learn more about programs »

MPCA Offers Funding for Construction and Demolition
Planning
The MPCA is offering approximately $1.5 million in grant funding for construction
and demolition management planning projects. Aiming to promote collaboration
among political subdivisions, including public-private and multi-county partnerships,
this funding will support regional planning efforts such as:

Developing partnerships and integrating new programs.
Creating efficiencies in managing C&D wastes.
Consolidating and enhancing existing programs.
Improving transportation networks.
Sharing resources, services, and facilities.
Improving economic development.

Information to help applicants submit proposals and access to the online application
portal can be found on the grant webpage. Applications are due March 12.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

2025 Legislative Session: Wheels are Turning in the House
Minnesota House DFL and Republican leaders reached a power sharing agreement
in early February, which allowed work to begin in earnest in the chamber. Rep. Lisa
Demuth, the House Republican leader, will serve as Speaker for the biennium and
Republicans are in control of committees until the March 11 special election in HD
40B, when the chamber will likely return to a 67-67 tie. If that occurs, committees will
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be co-chaired by GOP and DFL members and have equal numbers of members
from each party. The Senate is now operating with a one-vote DFL majority.

Committees have been meeting and hearing bills since the power sharing
agreement was brokered, with many hearings focused on agency overviews and
budget proposals that will be important to completing work on the budget by the end
of session. Bills on housing, tax credits, and other topics important to the AEC
industry are also getting early hearings, but action on key issues has been limited to
date.

AIA Minnesota and its lobbying team are following session activities closely and will
continue to advocate on the issues most important to the profession. Stay tuned for
more updates! If you have questions, please contact Sheri Hansen.

ENTER

2025 ENTER Print Annual Publication
Coming Out in May 2025
This is the best way to put your company in front
of architects and influencers in the built
environment!
 

Reserve your ad now in this once-a-year print publication featuring thought-
provoking articles, inspiring community profiles, and a showcase of the 2024 Honor
Awards projects. The AIA Minnesota Firm Directory and Consultants Directory are
also included. Reach AIA Minnesota members, project partners, C-level executives,
legislators, corporate decision makers, and the larger community of targeted
influencers in this high-quality magazine. Click here for more information. Contact
Pam Nelson to reserve your space for the 2025 issue now.

CONTINUING EDUCATION

New On-Demand Webinars Now Available

mailto:hansen@aia-mn.org
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Make use of AIA Minnesota on-demand webinars and gain new knowledge and
apply the credits to meet your CE requirements. 

Two new ETHICS webinars now available from the 2024 Conference!
What Would You Do? Navigating the Intersection of Building Codes and Ethics
1.5 HSW LUs and Ethics
Ethics in Public Interest Design
2.0 LUs and Ethics

Also new this year!
Means of Egress: A General Introduction
1.5 HSW LUs
Do Designers Know Best? Fighting for the Design Solutions We Believe In
1.25 LUs and Ethics
Local Lessons from the COTE Top Ten
1.5 HSW LUs

Click on the links above to see a description for each.
Use the registration form at the bottom of each page to sign up for the webinar.
Watch for an email with a link and password to access the webinar.
The ten-question quiz must be completed and passed in order to receive
credit.
Please note – if you attended these programs when they were presented at the
Conference, you are not able to receive credit again for the webinar.

Coming soon from the 2024 Conference
Demystifying Decarbonization – 1.25 HSW LUs

Questions? Contact Deanna Christiansen, Hon. AIAMN

CSI TOUR OF ANDERSEN WINDOWS RESEARCH FACILITY
Tuesday, April 8, 8:00 am -12:30 pm
Andersen Windows Research Facility
1LU Register »
This course provides information about window installation from the perspective of
the architect and design professional. Rather than a "how-to" installation training
course, information is presented in a format that begins with specifications and detail
drawings and ends with job site observation. The slides follow through the stages in
order that a typical project would progress; highlighting key areas where the
architect and design professional can take more of a lead role in the successful
design, and installation of this critical element in the building envelope.

CONTINUING EDUCATION

https://www.aia-mn.org/events/continuing-education/continuing-education-current-opportunities/
https://www.aia-mn.org/misc-event/bldgcodes-ethics/
https://www.aia-mn.org/misc-event/ethics-public-interest-webinar/
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffcewdbcab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001PFoL4s2q6HPQnjdCwOaLMYyfrkJq6ojg5okwy6UadSN8Fo9dpq3TYlX-OTGTUCqkKdoqHm2BHmsdde6MX2vTmEjdKsAG-RVKGNRo2godvF5wlvCdX5hcDh2pcWhvul6zQxGyCzfFBf7Y7ibKKUkYG2auhRSg4r4oDsxabyXgEpE7LiJHMuWoXQ%3D%3D%26c%3DmNXxrEkNtIefOPbfl2yY4VFAQyL34maRKP8_DOawY49zhTPokaUVPw%3D%3D%26ch%3DnzAdOQveG16ow0DcuyX9tciUNvaP0FTXZKo5yE8Tz_feXPrrfJ5jGQ%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Cchristiansen%40aia-mn.org%7C1f37da9581ba443bd78d08dd1f9a70b5%7Cb11637c4f4d94b768cbdbf375fdba423%7C0%7C0%7C638701470385568921%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Cng1SrGllv4U4WaoZGL4LS2LKbRmOlM0pDjjMwQzss4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffcewdbcab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001PFoL4s2q6HPQnjdCwOaLMYyfrkJq6ojg5okwy6UadSN8Fo9dpq3TYlX-OTGTUCqkG5LdL0XxfV8GltArI3HuknDpPoqBaSa6Y7vjGG6kLi9w-ZHuYu2dkRF9DSQad1oICDxIlfu2msRoAzhSjf2X3inExvOsefCvtJtKc_AU_Kpr7Cb8yJpjoOXYFfzbRy-2%26c%3DmNXxrEkNtIefOPbfl2yY4VFAQyL34maRKP8_DOawY49zhTPokaUVPw%3D%3D%26ch%3DnzAdOQveG16ow0DcuyX9tciUNvaP0FTXZKo5yE8Tz_feXPrrfJ5jGQ%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Cchristiansen%40aia-mn.org%7C1f37da9581ba443bd78d08dd1f9a70b5%7Cb11637c4f4d94b768cbdbf375fdba423%7C0%7C0%7C638701470385588390%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3vjPX%2FMgzKkvLAiPr1uGMIJ07GzK0hSwfFXl2FkvLmM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffcewdbcab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001PFoL4s2q6HPQnjdCwOaLMYyfrkJq6ojg5okwy6UadSN8Fo9dpq3TYlX-OTGTUCqkEYUA2hM-pODiEwI0e5dJj9ZMwrjGxHmCQxdJTKHLFGkji0ClZVj3rRrYxo6bHGJ0cxrz3r9qkelW3Guq7G1vYxVnEO8BQIe6kcTRjC4wIxWDZs5BPZOXMPt0_0mbNc5_%26c%3DmNXxrEkNtIefOPbfl2yY4VFAQyL34maRKP8_DOawY49zhTPokaUVPw%3D%3D%26ch%3DnzAdOQveG16ow0DcuyX9tciUNvaP0FTXZKo5yE8Tz_feXPrrfJ5jGQ%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Cchristiansen%40aia-mn.org%7C1f37da9581ba443bd78d08dd1f9a70b5%7Cb11637c4f4d94b768cbdbf375fdba423%7C0%7C0%7C638701470385602587%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RGx%2BHlL7aQQAuwadBk1HIWf8NbSYIGq7ZCZMjZNi8R0%3D&reserved=0
mailto:christiansen@aia-mn.org
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Andersen+Windows/@45.0240373,-92.7853373,16z/data=!4m10!1m2!2m1!1sandersen+windows+research+bayport!3m6!1s0x52b2b58c9881114b:0xf0ce5842f053de8a!8m2!3d45.0240373!4d-92.7770976!15sCiFhbmRlcnNlbiB3aW5kb3dzIHJlc2VhcmNoIGJheXBvcnQiA4gBAZIBG3dpbmRvd19pbnN0YWxsYXRpb25fc2VydmljZeABAA!16s%2Fg%2F1tfftl7c?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MDIyNS4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.csiresources.org/minneapolis-stpaulchapter/events/event-description?CalendarEventKey=6c58aa60-3c6b-4ff2-a066-01939e1d2d4c&CommunityKey=18bc3ea4-bcac-4de8-bd0e-6677046c43dc&Home=%2fminneapolis-stpaulchapter%2fcommunities%2fcommunity-home%2fmanage-events


The February Leadership Forum session was a full day with Heather Polivka, a
consultant and founder of Awesome People Leaders. The session explored the
principles of brain science and human behavior. The group participated in
discussions and exercises to increase skills of active listening for navigating conflict,
establishing an environment of trust, and approaches for delegation and
empowerment.

One member of the cohort said, “Heather was very engaging and informative. I really
enjoyed the exercises and being able to connect personal life experiences with
professional experiences and see how those related to the person as a whole.”

NATIONAL & LOCAL CHAPTER UPDATES

AIA NATIONAL

AIA25 CONFERENCE ON ARCHITECTURE & DESIGN
June 4-7, 2025
Boston, MA
AIA25 is a conference where imagination drives solutions and collaboration redefines what’s
possible in architecture and design—all anchored by inspiring keynotes, industry-best continuing
education, dynamic networking, immersive tours, unforgettable events, and the industry’s largest
expo. Learn more about AIA25 »

PARTICIPATE IN THE ShadeDC 2025 DESIGN COMPETITION
Like many other cities on the east coast, Washington’s summers are hotter and heat waves last
longer than anticipated just a few years ago. While vehicle drivers of all kinds (cars, bikes,
scooters and mopeds) can keep cool through air conditioning or at least the movement of air at
speed, pedestrians do not share in that advantage. Consequently, walking in areas without
shade can be an unwelcome and sometimes dangerously hot enterprise. This competition seeks
to provide a well-designed flexible shade system or systems that can be used in areas where
other means of shade, such as tree planting, are not possible. These areas include major
bridges that carry both pedestrian and vehicular traffic, pedestrian-only bridges and transit-
related open plazas. Competition takes places in March and April. Learn more »

UPDATE YOUR CONTACT INFORMATION
We want to make sure we stay connected! If you’ve moved, changed companies, or retired, or if
your member record contains outdated or incorrect information, this is a perfect time to make

https://conferenceonarchitecture.com/about-aia25/
https://dcarchcenter.org/competition/shadedc-2025


those updates. Log into your profile »

AIA MINNEAPOLIS

MINNEAPOLIS PRESERVATION AWARDS CELEBRATION
Thursday, March 13, 5:00 – 7:30 pm
Capri Theater

Join AIA Minneapolis, Preserve Minneapolis, and the Minneapolis Heritage Preservation
Commission as we recognize and celebrate preservation projects and stories and the people
who have advanced the cause of preservation in our community. The awards presentation will
run from 6:00 to 6:45 pm. Register to attend this free event!

GOLF OUTING: SAVE THE DATE!
Monday, July 28
Majestic Oaks Golf Club

AIA NORTHERN MINNESOTA

LAKE SUPERIOR DESIGN RETREAT STUDENT SCHOLARSHIPS
Apply for an AIA Northern Minnesota student scholarship to attend the Lake Superior Design
Retreat on March 7 & 8! The chapter is funding two $250 scholarships to attend this annual AIA
Minnesota design retreat. Check the eligibility and apply »

COMMERCIAL PROPERTY RENOVATION SYMPOSIUM
Thursday, March 20, 7:30 am – 10:00 am
Barker’s Island Inn and Convention Center, Superior, WI
The City of Superior Departments of Planning and Development, Building Inspection and Fire
Department are hosting a zoning, building, and fire code symposium to define and simplify state
and local regulations as they relate to the selling and/or potential rehabilitation of EXISTING
structures within the City of Superior. Register »

COMMITTEE AND KNOWLEDGE COMMUNITY UPDATES

ARCHITECT LICENSING ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Wednesday, March 5, 12:30-1:30 pm
Virtual Meeting
Discussion items: Outreach in order to better serve small firms; announcement of ARE
Scholarship; presentation to UMN-AIAS; connecting with Dunwoody.

ARCHITECTURE IN THE SCHOOLS COMMITTEE

Thursday, March 13, 12:00 pm (note new time)

https://www.aia.org/my-account
https://ecomm.aiacontracts.com/
https://thecapri.org/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2025-minneapolis-preservation-awards-tickets-1119257963699?utm-campaign=social&utm-content=attendeeshare&utm-medium=discovery&utm-term=listing&utm-source=cp&aff=ebdsshcopyurl
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D0018UttVC_dCmU5dJj_PlVnCaMtq3dhg0pcPbr_AG-CHyymood4nCw2quNuSNtaGdVR3kv9JUrvgzDxOuNziqaU5AFXm1lF1sxNKvG-U4Od-qIudu7y6A4EbYd_mdL6AMuaEULZYN13K0i_Ngnzy-zk5JGvrkzVHnH3KP5MCqviuOQeAjq6hXUhKTuAMyCDTGGXEtgpfuddBKaml2VGzOelTptZ1E9Ir0OjlDFrKJcterrRFT6YmtbQvUpI917y8KHY5hVXmZ1xads92KMkIOxfrrsaMNpZiNZg7itysAgmr0BHFTf67YpkCWv2Gr6jBjjUTk72p5Iw4LkwG2cxRvK-VFipZ_cz8rj2eErIrOBFNFFwt-eBEeZd0d4VHa9Z0Nk6EKaLCjHPrvYL3Thf1CPAL4ba7COGMVab-NF28laLyRnQkGZgQ_zO9XLj3BW_NZgyBveiuvu6YcuTFEZwFZpGrXvdnwP7fkOfzWJbRMrvTyfn4r56MWdfcv2UDSEECn6WUI6sc5bEDX1hPTIix_rf1Rtf4l67Lt0KcwgurJ84d3qhsOYkzjj4Ly_QQPa8bKZXiNQbTjjX8aMlL6D3WI6Iosx9wLkddSdsHz6GKnUrjZoj3E2mCJi5QFt9-ZJ5we6nIPVFe3Knygv0kh12iBxoqMfnCRSyN3i7kQnoHO_eOApKZx88fboAAAqo2ROgIBR50Yg7FXQeZj_tBhkAv6oM2yoX6SZrS8nK%26c%3Dgjbv0POvs3VgN7AcyWhj7cY8vPsd_RRLzr9wJ49-GgdIaWhSdp-C3Q%3D%3D%26ch%3D9n_UzkQvGxKgrXYSg_C5ybgWoKYoyabtvvbJikpW6-Gn_w_CC2T64Q%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Chansen%40aia-mn.org%7C8c38300ca8ec4cb0cb2908dd55191cf3%7Cb11637c4f4d94b768cbdbf375fdba423%7C0%7C0%7C638760288549808441%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lD897pL04SJSkzSKf%2F%2BIwsPN4zPVy40pjNgt%2FAbIlGg%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D0018UttVC_dCmU5dJj_PlVnCaMtq3dhg0pcPbr_AG-CHyymood4nCw2quNuSNtaGdVRoFrc4hvCtv3ECBwVRaNJlX4HH8Qvjuyn3CyNfOnk2OeWfp0eokthBDQrY4_3XR8SwNSo9tNLBjC7sjfGKkieE3fERZ-jxATDIkUwKM43YBTtwOL5fP6XfEnxcCfQRy6zHo9_MzqkCD1WVFi9dkQa6BLPtmDDM1GPgkx06QviW7umkC9IjVOkH5wzzPXojCmkOfBlZVG7OHssaNdDNyT6zvW-OibGebgXPqenoe8EwyJ6Ir5fivAlRiXQ_lG2MNjqgdnvrL945W8Nc_zsvAG97FnQnT9OgiUFVETb7pQAiIaokqCp3xfjBpf-3WekVjPeVUaHgs7EbFGB3SHzK-gU_arfSJbq2YZ7KcVGEeqTQqMZ3XEqmXQiMgJVKYFTkU24ai81XfWoU9WllQELWYifGcMnS_rVn9cT8r-tDQfw8MdAbri3VJVlrM6utsGITsDf53L7OH2dRMJsjK_cqvaXI4q4hxVH4QfyroQexOTYCByCDOv2EALjeoDa9WJ9fixtJLjkPbZFoZPcSayqXDzVnPlr2TowXDwyhCNCU7wjmRF5DUPgphEvfF46NmvCKj-GmlNjZ3aQpRpGHocZYVGztHAeA9iidqoPxhWY0uO86SZOqmBDfnwV7a226ysiRRKgr0T8VCf6N0W1sVjkGppusD5NoofZtiR-N_9HxokT6g4%3D%26c%3Dgjbv0POvs3VgN7AcyWhj7cY8vPsd_RRLzr9wJ49-GgdIaWhSdp-C3Q%3D%3D%26ch%3D9n_UzkQvGxKgrXYSg_C5ybgWoKYoyabtvvbJikpW6-Gn_w_CC2T64Q%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Chansen%40aia-mn.org%7C8c38300ca8ec4cb0cb2908dd55191cf3%7Cb11637c4f4d94b768cbdbf375fdba423%7C0%7C0%7C638760288549823578%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=u7yjKNAYE%2F%2BqYGeS5wLJjA942RvnSj19jKqItDkA7RE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2Fe%2F1FAIpQLSfgitnp7AVjln6fw1atTsI6cnEXnJekLPH1VeDAJoDPwd5hJw%2Fviewform&data=05%7C02%7Chansen%40aia-mn.org%7Ceb5be104b2924b3b860e08dd5695c398%7Cb11637c4f4d94b768cbdbf375fdba423%7C0%7C0%7C638761923433202023%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Xtc%2BWncCdItLAak4dCkWrWZQ1IpLY24V3asgMon1uwA%3D&reserved=0
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAtdumuqzwsH9JCUlGcSLy2aciXF1BNXgpy#/registration


Virtual Meeting

BUILDING CODES KNOWLEDGE COMMUNITY

Wednesday, March 12, 12:00 pm
Virtual Meeting
Open Forum: Bring your code questions, experiences, and updates to share.

COMMITTEE ON DESIGN

Thursday, March 13, 12:00 pm
Virtual Meeting

COMMITTEE ON EQUITY IN THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT (EBE)

Tuesday, March 18, 3:30 pm
Virtual Meeting

COMMITTEE ON THE ENVIRONMENT (COTE)

Friday, March 14, 12:00 pm
Virtual Meeting
Copeland Building Envelope Consulting is an engineering firm that specializes in leveraging
building science to make buildings more durable and resilient. Autumn Dean and Matt Copeland
of CopelandBEc will present on how envelope control layers dictate a building's performance
and what happens when they fail. Join us for a building science crash course, a case study
lightning round, and to learn more about relevant industry resources. 

COUNCIL OF FIRMS KNOWLEDGE COMMUNITY

Monday, March 10, 12:00 pm
Virtual Meeting
Research – A discussion on how firms are incorporating research into their firms and their work.
Looking ahead! The topic in April will be Data & AI Initiatives: What are firms' structured data and
AI strategies? And differences between what small firms and large firms can do.

EMERGING PROFESSIONALS COMMITTEE

Tuesday, April 8, 12:00 pm (meetings are held quarterly) 
Virtual Meeting

EMERGING PROFESSIONAL FRIENDLY FIRM PROGRAM 
The EPC hosted a presentation at the A’24 MN Conference on results from past Friendly Firm
Award winners and ways to support emerging professionals. The presentation slides can be
found at this link. Applications for the 2025-2026 Emerging Professional Friendly Firm Award will
be available in January. New this year: there will be a June 1 deadline to apply. 

Firms with an office in Wisconsin, Minnesota, North Dakota, or South Dakota are eligible to

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88957238248?pwd=3ez54BFHHOZK7gH31GisArh6QCb8oD.1
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwsc-2qpjosHdeh3fMC_GOe708Lm1QRNzbC#/registration
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMldeurqTItHNdlPBRWRT4JVHoPlOp7tVYi?_x_zm_rtaid=LjJP7vL_SLanuQPD-q7Qhg.1734973164841.a395dcb5faf76475adf0d6de3f856ec6&_x_zm_rhtaid=1#/registration
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwtdemurDgrHNIloNq5gVXqx9D63tDdWo4A
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIld-moqT8tGdXtyWZQpSp0dkZRdeZSIAZp
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMlcuGurT8iHdM6PvvAPjpT9eqo2pS7etAz#/registration
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEpduutrTooE9xd6HmIHR1aI9OzZD0IoEDc
https://epfriendlyfirmaward.wixsite.com/website/ep-friendly-firms-2023-2024


apply. Visit the website »

ENTER COMMITTEE

Friday, April 25, 12:00 pm (Committee meetings are bimonthly)
Virtual Meeting

GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

Tuesday, March 18, 12:00 pm 
Virtual Meeting

HOUSING ADVOCACY COMMITTEE

Wednesday, March 5, 12:00 pm
Virtual Meeting

Thank you to the dozens of designers and students who helped us create 5 amazing projects for
Search for Shelter 2025! View the final boards »

LAKE SUPERIOR DESIGN RETREAT COMMITTEE

Monday, March 17, 11:30 am
Virtual Meeting

The 37th annual Lake Superior Design Retreat is next week, March 7-8 at Zeitgeist Arts in
Duluth! There’s still time to register! Check out details and register here!

MINNESOTA DESIGN TEAM COMMITTEE (MDT)

Wednesday, March 19, 4:30 pm
Virtual Meeting
We meet once a month on the third Wednesday of the month at 4:30 pm via Zoom. We invite
you to join us, learn more, and become a regular attendee. 

Our next committee meeting will welcome guest presenter, Joe Czapiewski, System Coordinator
with the Greater Minnesota Regional Parks and Trails Commission. Joe will share thoughts,
ideas, and resources related to tourism. Register for MDT Committee meetings »

RESIDENTIAL ARCHITECTURE COMMITTEE

Tuesday, March 4, 12:00 pm
Virtual Meeting

OPEN FOR SUBMISSIONS: RESIDENTIAL EMERGING ARCHITECT AWARD
Nominate someone or self-submit for the Residential Emerging Architect Award! This award was
recently revised; please review the new criteria and submission requirements carefully. Due
March 14. Learn more and submit »

https://epfriendlyfirmaward.wixsite.com/website
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0qcu6tqjIpHdOgn5jLNodJ4w8ouEYIUWYM
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0pcu6qpzIiH91g13LfO4ZI2a9bNg9qmhvL
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZctdO2sqzsrG9cS-asq9Q-nbBmJmf97YX96
https://www.aia-mn.org/get-involved/committees/housing-advocacy/sfs2025-boards/
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/R_NMW8ClTr2PcHoqrqtyzg#/registration
https://www.aia-mn.org/events/lsdr/
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0kcuyurzkqHdJ1ZhJKa2gC2UMYdlx5BVk0#/registration
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fmeeting%2Fregister%2FtZ0kcuyurzkqHdJ1ZhJKa2gC2UMYdlx5BVk0%23%2Fregistration&data=05%7C02%7Callardyce%40aia-mn.org%7Cf3b1eea0a3734621c7b008dd30deaa0d%7Cb11637c4f4d94b768cbdbf375fdba423%7C0%7C0%7C638720455096251508%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=W0dboZLQnkzsb4RAcwdX%2BVbW1P%2BY%2BHFAalTfITqmvfM%3D&reserved=0
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIvc-qrqzsoHdGHwdGUlRwgSzvo8kRBSrCe#/registration
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OPEN FOR SUBMISSIONS: HOME OF THE MONTH
Submit your project to be considered for Home of the Month! Due March 21. Learn more and
submit »
 
OPEN FOR SUBMISSIONS: HOMES BY ARCHITECTS TOUR
Submit your project to be considered for Home of the Month! Due April 18. Learn more and
submit »

WOMEN IN ARCHITECTURE COMMITTEE

Wednesday, March 19, 12:00 pm
Virtual Meeting

PEOPLE & FIRMS

Steven Andersen, AIA, has joined Mead & Hunt as a national laboratory specialist.  

Amanda Aspenson, AIA, has been named principal and co-leader of the academic studio at
Alliiance. Learn more »

WELCOME OUR NEWEST MEMBERS!

Travis Chapman, Assoc. AIA
Samantha Christner, Assoc. AIA
Isaiah Friedman, Assoc. AIA
Madelyn Gulon, Assoc. AIA

Gina Hurtado, Assoc. AIA
Jason Lucas, Assoc. AIA
Erik Olson, AIA

AFFILIATED ORGANIZATION NEWS & EVENTS

2025 Summer Architecture Programs for Kids and High School Students »

2025 Summer Architecture Programs for Adults and High School Graduates »

Geothermal Preconditioning for High-Performance Ventilation March 13 »

Kline-Johnson Building Products University April 1 »

Preserve Minneapolis is seeking a coordinator for its summer walking tour program. This is a
paid seasonal position. Learn more »

UMN ONLINE RESOURCES
Visit the College of Design's online calendar for regular updates on activities.

UMN CAREER AND INTERNSHIP RESOURCES
Employers with jobs, internships, or smaller, project-based micro-internships are encouraged to
post opportunities for students and recent grads at careerhelp.umn.edu. 

UPCOMING EVENTS
Visit the AIA Minnesota Events Calendar for more information about upcoming events.
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