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Looking to the Future of AIA Minnesota
by Amy Kalar, AIA, NOMA, AIA Minnesota President

As I reflect on the past year, I am filled with excitement and
optimism for the future of our profession and AIA Minnesota.
While we’ve faced challenges, it’s clear that the opportunities
ahead are even greater. As our profession evolves to address
critical issues like climate resilience, social justice, and the
impact of artificial intelligence, we continue to play a vital role
in shaping the built environment and the communities we
serve. This is an incredibly dynamic and transformative time to
be part of our profession, and serving as your president has

been a true honor. I am deeply energized by what we can achieve together in the
years ahead.

Throughout my time as president, I’ve had the privilege of engaging with many of
you in conversations about the future of our profession. These discussions have
been invaluable in shaping my own perspective and guiding our collective work.
Listening to diverse viewpoints has reinforced the importance of open dialogue and
mutual respect as we chart a course forward. It is through these conversations —
where every voice is heard — that we build the trust and shared vision necessary to
navigate the challenges and opportunities that lie ahead.

I’ve also been deeply impressed by the willingness of so many of you to share your
experiences, ideas, and concerns with the board. This openness is essential as we
continue to shape the future of AIA Minnesota. Every conversation, every piece of
feedback, helps us better understand your priorities and the issues that matter most
to our profession. As we look ahead, we’ll continue to rely on your input to guide our
efforts and ensure we are meeting the needs of our members.

One impactful way you can contribute to shaping our future is by participating
in the AIA Minnesota Future Forward Survey. This survey is an opportunity for
you to share your thoughts on the issues that matter most to you — whether it's the
direction of our organization, the challenges facing the profession, or the

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/FY6BFSR


opportunities you see for growth. Your insights will be crucial as we plan for the
future and ensure AIA Minnesota remains a strong, relevant, and supportive
organization for years to come.

Looking forward, I am filled with confidence and excitement about what lies ahead –
especially under the guidance of our next president – Jennifer Christiaansen, AIA.
Our profession is evolving, and so too is AIA Minnesota. With the energy, creativity,
and dedication that I’ve seen throughout this year, I have no doubt that we will
continue to be a powerful force for positive change and leader amongst AIA
components throughout the country. Together, we will continue to push the
boundaries of design, advocate for the built environment, and strengthen our
community.

AIA MINNESOTA HONOR AWARDS AND COMMENDATIONS

2024 Honor Awards and Commendations Announced
At the November 13 Awards Celebration at A’24 MN, the 2024 Honor Awards jurors
shared their selections for Honor Awards and Commendations for Excellence and
the AIA Framework for Design Excellence measures the projects were cited for:
 

825 Arts in St. Paul, by VJAA, received an Honor Award for Excellence in
Design for Equitable Communities, Economy, Resources, and Integration.
Lindsay Boathouse at Upper Canada College in Toronto, by VJAA and
RDHA, received an Honor Award for Excellence in Design for Well-Being and
Discovery.
Mills Hall and the Gibbons Center for Arctic Studies at Bowdoin College in
Brunswick, Maine, by HGA, received an Honor Award for Excellence in Design
for Integration, Resources, and Energy.
Autism Discovery Center at St. Cloud State University in St. Cloud, by VJAA,
was awarded a Commendation for Excellence in Design for Well-Being.
CITYPARK Stadium in St. Louis, by Snow Kreilich Architects and HOK, was
awarded a Commendation for Excellence in Design for Equitable
Communities.
Lakewood Cemetery Welcome Center in Minneapolis, by Snow Kreilich
Architects and Miller Dunwiddie, was awarded a Commendation for Excellence
in Design for Energy.



 
Learn more about the six recipients.

LEADERSHIP FORUM

Leadership Forum 2025
There is still time to apply! The deadline for applications is December 9, 2024.
Visit the Leadership Forum website to access the online application. Click here to
preview a pdf of the application.

Eligibility requirements are: 
Candidates must be an AIA Minnesota or MSP NOMA member
License is not required
Minimum of 10 years' industry experience is required 

Questions? Contact Deanna Christiansen.

CALL TO ACTION

Volunteer for Search for Shelter 2025
Each year at Search for Shelter, volunteer architects,
landscape architects, interior designers, and students
create pro bono solutions for design projects submitted by
Minnesota affordable housing and/or homeless nonprofit
organizations. Design volunteers work in teams to create
viable, graphic solutions and plans, to serve as visual tools

for agencies to use in obtaining further project funding, to promote their organization,
and to serve as preliminary development/building plans. 

The 2025 Search for Shelter design charrette will take place Saturday,
February 1 – Saturday, February 8. The event includes in-person kickoff and
closing gatherings, with teams working virtually, in-person, or in a hybrid format
based on their preferences. Volunteers with all experience levels are welcome.
Learn more and sign up»

Apply to Serve on the Construction Codes Advisory Council
The Minnesota Department of Labor and Industry is seeking several professional
members for the Construction codes Advisory council, which reviews codes, laws,
rules, and standards related to building construction. Openings currently include:
building accessibility, certified building official, energy conservation industry, heating
and ventilation industry, and local units of government. The application window is
open until December 3. Learn more and apply »

Architect Licensing Board Seeks Feedback
In late September, the AELSLAGID board (which licenses architects in Minnesota)

https://www.aia-mn.org/honor-awards-2024/
https://www.aia-mn.org/events/leadership-forum/
https://www.aia-mn.org/wp-content/uploads/LF-2025-Application.pdf
mailto:christiansen@aia-mn.org
https://www.aia-mn.org/get-involved/committees/housing-advocacy/search-for-shelter-design-charrette/
https://commissionsandappointments.sos.state.mn.us/Agency/Details/46?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://mn.gov/aelslagid/index.html


published notice in the state register of a request for comments on several
proposed changes to their rules. 

Among those listed was a broad call for interested parties to share their thoughts
on “experience options for licensure as an architect for those who completed the
Architect Registration Exam in another jurisdiction.”

Licensing board staff noted that this is not in reference to a fully-developed rule
change proposal, but is rather an opportunity to provide direct feedback to them on
issues of licensure to potentially inform a future rule-making process. 

All of you, as individuals, are welcome to provide comments directly to the licensing
board; you can do so by emailing Kay Weiss with your comments.
The AIA Minnesota board of directors established a task force to create
recommendations to the licensing board. That task force has begun its work, and
may choose to comment on behalf of the organization during this comment period as
well.

Please reach out to Sheri Hansen if you have any further questions about either the
AELSLAGID board process or the AIA Minnesota task force.

Apply for a Competitive Grant from DEED
The Minnesota Department of Employment and Economic Development (DEED) has
several open grant programs that may benefit architecture firms and their clients.
Current programs include energy transition and main street revitalization programs.
Learn more »

SB 2030 Program Updates and Educational Opportunities
Starting January 1, 2025, the SB 2030 Program will require participating buildings to
achieve a 90% better-than-baseline requirements. Key program updates will also
modify how cost-effectiveness is considered, how off-site renewable energy is
treated, and which carbon emissions rates are used for electricity.

December 10 1:00 - 4:30 pm (SB 2030 educational symposium at the Science
Museum of Minnesota), additional details coming soon

Sign up for the B3 email list »
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Lake Superior Design Retreat
Mark your calendar for the Lake Superior Design Retreat (LSDR) on March 7 & 8,
2025, at Zeitgeist Arts in Duluth! Registration will open in early December. Sign up
here for our mailing list to be the first to hear updates and when registration is
open. 

Four out of six speakers are lined up! Meet:
Bradley Greenwald has performed opera, theater, music-theater, concert and
recital repertoire with several Twin Cities’ arts organizations. Bradley is the
recipient of a Minnesota State Arts Board Fellowship in music, the McKnight
Fellowship for Theater Artists, and a 2006 Ivey Award. 
Ali Heshmati, AIA, is a senior architect at Henning Larsen and a founding
partner at Laboratory for Environments, Architecture, and Design, a
collaborative interdisciplinary firm with studios in USA and Norway. LEADinc is
a progressive design laboratory whose guiding principle is the idea that
creative architecture is rooted in the process of research,
discovery and critique of existing conventions.
Ray Mattison is the lead designer at Duluth-based Design Eye Q, a creative
industrial design studio. Design Eye Q has an exceptional product
implementation record leveraging foundations in aesthetics, functionality,
technology, and ergonomics.
Kate Buehler McWilliams is an artist and historian who builds medieval
musical instruments. These instruments — rebecs, vielles, citoles, and others
— are precursors to the modern violin and guitar. She has built close to 100
instruments in her woodworking shop in Shoreview, MN, selling them to
performers and universities worldwide. 

The retreat will also feature two receptions, a screening of the film “How to Care,”
produced by Dr. Jon Hallberg, 2023 LSDR speaker, and a TBD tour and hands-on
activity or workshop.

Interested in sponsoring LSDR? Reach out to Ann Mayhew to learn more.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffcewdbcab.cc.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001tEyMW1S0Ivs4G1nUTxqNr75njvHDpIYQn8iGVDvrGPawlLJO2McCbQcQCyfIqmm1NmATDrpXqNdNyJdWoWVBIN1oV3r3e_nMweokStprq2Vqxdhy1V6wNwokV1mG8a82iMyt_If6Ibhcul5zWZzwrSIoKiD-HrMV%26c%3D5JqMhaNJinzRE0dgfJNgvveo9chhuhmF0_0hQ-Oy03bYjYTfB5iLtQ%3D%3D%26ch%3DbWVjI4HfzKcJU6_Xt7qQ1jLOEvpaxyea7Tkq77P_dd23SuU-yumFIg%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Chansen%40aia-mn.org%7Cc2201aed9d9d456d7ba608dd130361e2%7Cb11637c4f4d94b768cbdbf375fdba423%7C0%7C0%7C638687627429081270%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MjSgp4nytABJCn6JJwt5D455cByQ3GEu9jYKKYDBqWg%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.trombamarina.com%2Fabout%2F&data=05%7C02%7Chansen%40aia-mn.org%7Cc2201aed9d9d456d7ba608dd130361e2%7Cb11637c4f4d94b768cbdbf375fdba423%7C0%7C0%7C638687627429097402%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6HVMNKpv2vQEXw9Ds7GpVfhGsXykS7oSRZpHOraCPt0%3D&reserved=0
mailto:mayhew@aia-mn.org


Congratulations to Newly Licensed Minnesota Architects
October 2023-September 2024

Rachel Alexander, AIA
Emma Andersen, AIA
Justin Berg
Scott Berger, AIA
Cody Blevins
Claire Bossert
Jorgen Brandt, AIA
Jordan Brookens, AIA
Brett Bunke
Laura Coffman
Samuel Daley
Benjamin Djerf, AIA
Charles Earl-Hansen
Jacob Edwards, AIA
Matthew Efteland, AIA
David Egbert, AIA
Malini Foobalan, AIA
Matthew Fremstad
Brian Glur
Dantès Ha, AIA
Shannon Hanson, AIA
Dustin Harford
Jessica Harter
Deukgeun Hong
Jared Hunt, AIA
Mark Hurni, AIA
Erica Hway, AIA
Christina Jaeger
Alyssa Jagdfeld, AIA

Jeremiah Johnson, AIA
Jessica Jones, AIA
Stephanie Jones de Palma
Nicole Kiel, AIA
Trevor Kirschenmann, AIA
Kristopher Kohlgraf, AIA
Kalle Kutschera, AIA
Michael Lenz
Kaitlin McCoy, AIA
Joshua Meiners, AIA
Julian Menne, AIA
Peter Nagel, AIA
Nathaniel Nelson, AIA
Mary Olmsted, AIA
Razieh Pomerleau, AIA
Evan Pukal, AIA
Nicholas Purcell
Seann Ringwall, AIA
Brittany Simonson, AIA
Jessica Spaulding, AIA
Grace Sundberg, AIA
Marco Tadros
Ryan TerSteeg, AIA
Virginia Tyson
Ashley Vanden Bosch, AIA
Bradley Wicks
Christopher Wingate, AIA
Benjamin Winship
Yong Ye
Brandon Ziemer

ENTERmn.com: The Best Place to Find Insightful Content
on the Built Environment
Do you want to reach community leaders and influencers? Your ad on entermn.com
will put your message and brand in front of our captive audience. Determine your
preferred schedule from monthly, quarterly, or just for select events or
announcements. Reach 3,700+ subscribers for only $495 per issue. Contact Pam
Nelson to reserve your space.

2025 Advertising Sponsorship Opportunities
As you plan and finalize your ad budget for 2025, please consider the variety of
advertising and sponsorship opportunities available through AIA Minnesota. See the

http://entermn.com/
http://entermn.com/
http://entermn.com/
mailto:nelson@aia-mn.org


attached menu for a general list of events and contact Pam Nelson for details.

Upcoming is the ENTER print annual publication. This once-a-year, high-quality
publication should be a part of your annual plan. More details to come by mid-
January. For ongoing exposure, consider the digital ads on our ENTER digital site.
With new content each month, this is a great vehicle to reach architects, related
project partners, and community leaders. Ad rates are $995 per month for
Presenting Sponsor and $495 for an ad block. Contact Pam Nelson for details.

MINNESOTA ARCHITECTURAL FOUNDATION

MAF Raffle Success!
The Minnesota Architectural Foundation (MAF) is thrilled to share the success
of this year’s raffle! We successfully raised over $15,000 to support much-
needed scholarship funds. MAF is deeply grateful for your contributions.
Congratulations to the 2024 MAF Raffle Prize winners!

Larsmont Cottage Winter Stay – Kira Martin
donated by Mary & Bob Shaffer

Restaurant Certificates, Minneapolis & West – Nicole Washburn, AIA
donated by Adolfson & Peterson, Mortenson, McGough, and RJM Construction

Restaurant Certificates, St. Paul & East Metro – Harvey Jaeger, AIA
donated by Adolfson & Peterson, Mortenson, McGough, and RJM Construction

Wine Collection - Dan Nepp, AIA
donated by MAF board members

Learn to Cook Like a Pro – Stephanie McDaniel, AIA
donated by Barb Thomson

Whiskey Tasting Kit – Regis Pelowski
donated by Steven Wolf, AIA

Wigington Water Tower Framed Sketch – Randy Moe, AIA
donated by Mark Swenson, FAIA

Twins Dugout Tickets – Paul Nelson
donated by Barb and Jim Thomson

2025 Ralph Rapson Traveling Study Opportunity
The Minnesota Architectural Foundation’s Ralph Rapson Traveling Study Award
Committee reminds you and your colleagues of the upcoming 2025 competition
dates: February 20 – March 4, 2025. Applications will open on January 1, 2025.
Learn more about the application eligibility, process, and timeline.

https://files.constantcontact.com/5401b328001/6ee344d5-93be-48aa-8843-fde6904d1d02.doc?rdr=true
mailto:nelson@aia-mn.org
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D0010sJHiaiNtVPzh1I_Vdx51oxZ-RT7IJ4TJKsuPOJU6sF2sEOtBkeWegdItA9781I5hJHSpWNn-Nv5-lV7f2k75wj6BYiYEQvm6ZY8AwvBY6_XApd0KykuQnTp1KXcvdeAPe2hQME5NYri8EUhrXryRg%3D%3D%26c%3D_vxZeoibmcx5DDL4h9Vp2nB6Pi0FsEjDsd91oiFa_CLzjByP9-ZWsA%3D%3D%26ch%3DxTZo6PscY8LEM2N5DgQ7QRJ1dA5t6PyEepdTAV4SWifZKPneUwwqZA%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7Chansen%40aia-mn.org%7Ca68e87629b4a4c378da608dcef9b501d%7Cb11637c4f4d94b768cbdbf375fdba423%7C0%7C0%7C638648700589670885%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9mNJl%2FFxEp%2Bow3OBnI3DfkjGcp6SplgQptkbiS6Bl%2BA%3D&reserved=0
mailto:nelson@aia-mn.org
https://www.aia-mn.org/resources/mn-architectural-foundation/programs/rapson/application/


CONTINUING EDUCATION

CE for AIA Membership Renewal
Continuing education is required to renew your AIA membership by December 31,
2024. The requirement is for licensed architects only and is 18 Learning Units
(hours), 12 of which must be Health Safety Welfare. Check your AIA transcript
here » 

Conference Attendance Verification Forms
There’s still time to turn in your Attendance Verification Form to receive credit for the
programs you attended at the Conference. Complete the form here. Those received
by December 9 will be recorded to AIA transcripts by December 31, 2024. Credits
reported following December 9 will be reported in January 2025.

New On-Demand Webinars Available in January
Watch here for new on-demand webinars posted this month and into the new year.
These webinars will provide HSW LUs and Ethics credits.

Questions? Contact Deanna Christiansen. 

A'24 MN: THE MINNESOTA CONFERENCE ON ARCHITECTURE

Thanks for Attending A'24 MN
Many thanks to the A’24 MN Conference CE Committee who met weekly for months
to brainstorm ideas and reviewed and selected proposals.

Thanks to the AIA Minnesota committees and knowledge communities who identified
topics relevant to their work and organized programs for the conference.

And a special thanks to the firms, companies, organizations and all the speakers
who prepared presentations in order to share their knowledge with others!

Conference Attendance Verification Forms
There’s still time to turn in your Attendance Verification Form to receive credit for the

https://www.aia.org/career-growth/transcript
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/A24MN
https://www.aia-mn.org/events/continuing-education/continuing-education-current-opportunities/
mailto:christiansen@aia-mn.org


programs you attended at the Conference. Complete the form here. Those received
by December 9 will be recorded to AIA transcripts by December 31, 2024. Credits
reported following December 9 will be reported in January 2025.

Conference Presentation Materials           
AIA Minnesota will invite A’24 MN speakers to post their presentations, notes,
handouts, on our website. Some are willing and others choose not to do so. As we
receive them, we will post them. A’24 MN Conference Presentations »

THANK YOU TO ALL OUR EXHIBITORS AND SPONSORS
Without your support, this event would not be possible. We hope that the venue,
exhibit hall spaces, and the programs provided the opportunity for you to engage
with our attendees, showcase your products and services, and further your
relationships with the architects and project decision makers. See the final program
here for the complete list of exhibitors and contact information. 

Congratulations to our Exhibit Hall punch card drawing winners: Iman Ebadi
Paskiabi and Bradley Haroldson. Each winner receives a $300 AmEx gift card.

NATIONAL & LOCAL CHAPTER UPDATES

AIA NATIONAL

Now is the ideal time to renew your AIA membership! Effective January 1, 2025, AIA will
implement a 3% convenience fee for credit card transactions. This fee will apply to membership
dues, continuing education provider payments, and AIAU subscriptions. Registration fees for AIA
events and meetings, including the Conference on Architecture, will not be assessed a fee.
Renew your AIA Membership »

12 AIA AWARDS PROGRAMS ACCEPTING SUBMISSIONS
AIA Awards are your opportunity to enhance your visibility, gain prestigious industry recognition,
and establish your work as a benchmark of excellence and innovation. Currently accepting
submissions: COTE Top Ten Award, AIA/ALA Library Building Award, Architecture Award,
Collaborative Achievement Award, Design for Aging Review Award, Education Facility Design
Award, Healthcare Design Award, Housing Award, Interior Architecture Award, Justice Facilities
Review Award, Regional & Urban Design Award, and the Small Project Award. New this year,
you can submit the common application to save time and money when submitting a project in
multiple award categories.

AIA 2030 BY THE NUMBERS (RY23) PUBLISHES KEY REPORTED FINDINGS ON THE
INDUSTRY'S PATH TO NET ZERO

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/A24MN
https://www.aia-mn.org/events/conference/presentations/
https://www.aia-mn.org/wp-content/uploads/ProgramBooklet_A24MN.pdf
https://renew.aia.org/
https://renew.aia.org/
https://www.aia.org/design-excellence/awards?status%5Bopen%5D=open&j=291059&sfmc_sub=15715799&l=108_HTML&u=9851539&mid=514011323&jb=116&utm_source=MarketingCloud&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=2024_10_COM_Awards_Journey_1&utm_source=sfmc&utm_term=&utm_content=127513&utm_id=919719f4-d71d-447f-9ca9-269fe6036ee7&sfmc_activityid=00365e2d-cad4-4ba8-9875-2be74f9c3b77&utm_medium=email&sfmc_journey_id=919719f4-d71d-447f-9ca9-269fe6036ee7&sfmc_journey_name=02421__0wArasd&sfmc_activity_id=00365e2d-cad4-4ba8-9875-2be74f9c3b77&sfmc_activity_name=02421__0OC_MwArasdJ_uonrye1_&sfmc_asset_id=127513&sfmc_channel=email
https://aia.secure-platform.com/a/organizations/main/submissions/details/54890


The AIA 2030 Commitment has released its latest edition of the 2030 By the Numbers (RY23).
This report highlights major improvements in reported embodied carbon data, increases in net
zero projects and projects with renewable energy projects, and two firm case studies that show
firm culture is at the heart of improving practice and design outcomes. 

UPDATE YOUR CONTACT INFORMATION
We want to make sure we stay connected! If you’ve moved, changed companies, or retired, or if
your member record contains outdated or incorrect information, this is a perfect time to make
those updates. Log into your profile »

AIA MINNEAPOLIS

Many thanks to the hundreds of members who attended the AIA Minneapolis Annual Meeting
during the AIA MN Annual Conference! Those in attendance provided valuable feedback to
inform chapter programs in the year ahead. Great things to come in 2025!

AIA NORTHERN MINNESOTA

TOUR OF THE DEPOT + ANNUAL MEETING
Tuesday, December 17, 4:00 pm
Join AIA Northern Minnesota for a tour of the Depot, followed by dinner and the annual meeting.
The annual meeting will include voting upon the slate of candidates for AIA Northern Minnesota
leadership positions and a report on chapter events, financial status, and plans for the upcoming
year. Register to attend »

AIA ST. PAUL

AIA ST. PAUL PRIZE
Calling all designers! It isn’t too late to participate in this opportunity – sign up today!
Submissions are due on December 10. Compete alongside fellow emerging designers for a
chance to win $3,000. As an added honor, the winner(s) will receive an exclusive invitation to
present at AIA St. Paul's Food for Thought seminar, set for the first quarter of 2025. Learn more
and apply »

COMMITTEE AND KNOWLEDGE COMMUNITY UPDATES

ARCHITECT LICENSING ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Wednesday, December 11, 12:30-1:30 pm (NOTE NEW DATE AND TIME)
Virtual Meeting

ARCHITECTURE IN THE SCHOOLS COMMITTEE

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.hello.aia.org%2F%3Fqs%3D9a826a83ea55e05367516d6a802f717edb0b745d557bcf406a9019b0be79098c8d4306d675d7b0e301ebb4c9b1f9b1816740dfcf67298f42&data=05%7C02%7Chansen%40aia-mn.org%7C90a0a630a9364ffebe5d08dce3df7fe9%7Cb11637c4f4d94b768cbdbf375fdba423%7C0%7C0%7C638635796290284802%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vrJ1k5G4sdzvpKw84ZtPtSmaL8YFvEHSBybiI50Mi1Q%3D&reserved=0
https://www.aia.org/my-account
https://ecomm.aiacontracts.com/
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.aia-mn.org%2Fmisc-event%2Faia-northern-minnesota-annual-meeting-2024%2F&data=05%7C02%7Chansen%40aia-mn.org%7Cc8acbf749b114d23b6a108dd0b3a5646%7Cb11637c4f4d94b768cbdbf375fdba423%7C0%7C0%7C638679067428483173%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pwpDmGHNMUbxueWaReXKO1focXiAnkUfBl4mrOnU7Gg%3D&reserved=0
https://www.aia-mn.org/about/chapters/aia-st-paul/st-paul-events/st-paul-prize/
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIudumpqT8rHNHsQdd-uu6FMC4u7MUP_670#/registration


Thursday, December 5, 8:00 - 9:00 am (NOTE NEW DATE AND TIME)
Virtual Meeting

BUILDING CODES KNOWLEDGE COMMUNITY

Wednesday, December 11, 12:00 pm
Virtual Meeting
Open Forum: Bring your code questions, experiences, and updates to share.

COMMITTEE ON DESIGN

Thursday, December 12, 12:00 pm
Virtual Meeting

COMMITTEE ON EQUITY IN THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT (EBE)

No Meeting in December
Next Meeting: January 21, 3:30 pm

COMMITTEE ON THE ENVIRONMENT (COTE)

Friday, December 13, 12:00 pm
Virtual Meeting

COUNCIL OF FIRMS KNOWLEDGE COMMUNITY

In lieu of our usual meeting, join us for a social gathering!
Wednesday, December 18, 4:30 - 6:00 pm
Hosted by GBBN, 1325 Quincy Street, Suite C-1, Minneapolis
(next to Quincy Hall, and in the same building as Earl Giles Distillery)
Park in the Keller Building parking lot, walk north along Quincy to the awning – our door is the
one on the right.

RSVP to Deanna Christiansen by December 16.

EMERGING PROFESSIONALS COMMITTEE

Tuesday, January 14, 12:00 pm (meetings are held quarterly) 
Virtual Meeting

EPC FIRM TOUR & HAPPY HOUR AT RYAN COMPANIES
Tuesday, December 3, 5:00-7:00 pm
Details and sign up HERE

EMERGING PROFESSIONAL FRIENDLY FIRM PROGRAM 
The EPC hosted a presentation at the A’24 MN Conference on results from past Friendly Firm
Award winners and ways to support emerging professionals. The presentation slides can be
found at this link. Applications for the 2025-2026 Emerging Professional Friendly Firm Award will

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwtcuuuqDgiH9XzY6-O9KQRP9ZkyPHUjFzS
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcpdu6ppjovGdGKeHQjgDmy8mpp_rQgIGiY#/registration
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMldeurqTItHNdlPBRWRT4JVHoPlOp7tVYi#/registration
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0ucOivqD4sHtUdLqh3vJibl8YR_jEYXHTX
mailto:christiansen@aia-mn.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89217333732?pwd=2TtGVXz5Up6tiXdZkKy3j4i3q5x1SF.1
https://www.aia-mn.org/event/epc-tour-dec2024/
https://epfriendlyfirmaward.wixsite.com/website/ep-friendly-firms-2023-2024


be available in January. New this year: there will be a June 1 deadline to apply. 

Firms with an office in Wisconsin, Minnesota, North Dakota, or South Dakota are eligible to
apply. Visit the website »

ENTER COMMITTEE

Thursday, December 19, 12:00 pm (NOTE SPECIAL DATE AND TIME)
Virtual Meeting

GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

Tuesday, December 17, 12:00 pm 
Virtual Meeting

HOUSING ADVOCACY COMMITTEE

Wednesday, December 4, 12:00 pm
Virtual Meeting

OUR FUTURE STARTS AT HOME VIRTUAL RALLY
Wednesday, December 4, 7:00 pm
Register
Gather with legislators and advocates from across the state to support the constitutional
amendment for dedicated housing revenue. 
At this virtual rally, we will:

Hear from supporters why the amendment is critical to our future as a state.
Hear from legislative champions 
Take action to put home on the ballot

SEARCH FOR SHELTER 2025
February 1-8, 2025
Join us for our annual design charette! In-person opening and closing events will bookend a
week of virtual or hybrid team work. All levels of experience are welcome! Volunteer »

Know an agency that works in housing and needs free design service? Encourage them to
apply! Applications are due January 11. Apply »

LAKE SUPERIOR DESIGN RETREAT COMMITTEE

Monday, December 16, 11:30 am
Virtual Meeting

ATTEND THE 37TH ANNUAL LAKE SUPERIOR DESIGN RETREAT
March 7-8, 2025 at Zeitgeist Arts in Duluth
Visit LSDR for more info

MINNESOTA DESIGN TEAM COMMITTEE (MDT)

WINTER SOCIAL

https://epfriendlyfirmaward.wixsite.com/website
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86233554292?pwd=umkunXakmUJPjvHQcbtFd2PNgaUJ6c.1
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIudumspjgpHtzrKi_F5dUBmcVLdjaph7HT
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEpcO6vqjgoHdWUCC9FgzCFQgm8PkCWi0mb
https://secure.everyaction.com/DaGAEZ9qKkiICShdaThoDw2
https://www.aia-mn.org/get-involved/committees/housing-advocacy/search-for-shelter-design-charrette/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd4dyPHTCxYqiJrGqwUl5K2YBW-3rwRR61PRsUc_CW4TdSSBQ/viewform
https://www.aia-mn.org/get-involved/committees/housing-advocacy/search-for-shelter-design-charrette/sfs-agency-application-page/
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIsd-iqpjwiHtHHwJ5-1HrAGpLM334p1d-O#/registration
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.aia-mn.org%2Fevents%2Flsdr%2F&data=05%7C02%7Chansen%40aia-mn.org%7C34f90942521b4c83f9e108dcf505599b%7Cb11637c4f4d94b768cbdbf375fdba423%7C0%7C0%7C638654650551510877%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FPY%2Fm76cFhcKhLR2Vq5fxn5tfdhPjNagogFhXmHIdrM%3D&reserved=0


Wednesday, December 18, 4:30 pm
The Market at Malcom Yards
Join us for an in-person social at Malcolm Yards to celebrate the successful visit this year and
connect with your fellow MDT volunteers—or join us for the first time to learn more about the
committee and program. Bring a white elephant gift to exchange! White elephant gifts should be
a re-gifted item you no longer want in your home, whether that’s a book, coffee mug, or
architectural oddity. No need to RSVP, and feel free to invite your friends and colleagues.

RESIDENTIAL ARCHITECTURE COMMITTEE

Tuesday, December 3, 12:00 pm
Virtual Meeting

Stay tuned for details on a committee social in January!

WOMEN IN ARCHITECTURE COMMITTEE

Wednesday, December 18, 12:00 pm
Virtual Meeting

WOMEN IN ARCHITECTURE SOCIAL
Thursday, December 5, 4:30 pm
Coffman Art Gallery/Malcom Yards
Come tour Debanjana Chatterjee’s work on display at the Coffman Art Gallery. We will meet at
the Art Gallery at 4:30 pm for a tour with Debanjana and follow up with a happy hour at Malcom
Yards at 5:3 0pm. Parking is available in the East River Parking Garage.

Don't miss the "Converging of Times" exhibit in the Coffman Art Gallery, featuring the work of
committee member Debanjana Chatterjee, AIA! Through mixed media illustration —
photography, digital sketch, and lithography — her work depicts the dilemmas of a woman living
within different layers of society; the notion that women go unnoticed, are overworked, and
underpaid. She reflects on how women are psychologically struggling every day. The exhibit
runs through February 2, 2025. And watch for a WIA social that includes a trip to view this
exhibit!

PEOPLE & FIRMS

Miller Dunwiddie has acquired Bentz Thompson Rietow (BTR) Architects. Learn more »

WELCOME OUR NEWEST MEMBERS!

Eden Boes, Assoc. AIA
Joey Gorgen, Assoc. AIA
Preston Jones, Assoc. AIA

John Ouellette-Howitz, AIA
Ian Schimke, AIA
Jason Stiefel , AIA

IN MEMORIAM

Bette Hammel, journalist and architectural historian, passed away on November 23. Services
will be held on December 17. Learn more »

https://malcolmyards.market/
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIvc-qrqzsoHdGHwdGUlRwgSzvo8kRBSrCe#/registration
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMuf-6ppzIjH9MfrFCxHh9mDGyIR_Bm4osL
https://sua.umn.edu/node/556
https://millerdunwiddie.com/miller-dunwiddie-and-btr-join-forces/
https://www.davidleefuneralhome.com/obituary/Bette-Hammel#obituary


AFFILIATED ORGANIZATION NEWS & EVENTS

UMN CONVERGING OF TIMES EXHIBIT OCTOBER 1 - FEBRUARY 2 »

LEADING GREEN: Advance your career today and take advantage of the USGBC's reduced fee
of $100 to take the exam online from the comfort of your own home. With instruction from a
USGBC Faculty member, this is the most efficient way to ace the test and make a positive
impact on your professional life. Don't miss out—reserve your spot now! Cost: $200 with the
coupon code ‘sust’ for $100 off! (Non-members $300) Save your seat by registering here for our
live or self-paced options https://leadinggreen.com/online

UMN IP CLINIC: the IP Clinic provides members of the local community an opportunity to obtain
legal assistance in matters involving intellectual property, such as copyrightable works,
trademarks, patents, and confidentiality obligations. Legal assistance is provided by second- and
third-year law school students under the supervision of a licensed attorney. There is no charge
for participating in the IP Clinic, though clients are responsible for out-of-pocket costs (such as
copyright registration and trademark application fees). 

If you have any members that might be interested in obtaining legal assistance regarding their
Intellectual Property, please have them complete the application available at this link on the
Clinic's webpage and return it to lawclinic@umn.edu.

UMN ONLINE RESOURCES
Visit the College of Design's online calendar for regular updates on activities.

UMN CAREER AND INTERNSHIP RESOURCES
Employers with jobs, internships, or smaller, project-based micro-internships are encouraged to
post opportunities for students and recent grads at careerhelp.umn.edu. 

UPCOMING EVENTS
Visit the AIA Minnesota Events Calendar for more information about upcoming events. For
events not sponsored by AIA Minnesota, please check directly with sponsors for up-to-date
information about cancellations, postponements, or virtual meetings.
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